
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



October 28, 1904 



2228 



Mortality and sanitary conditions. 

There have occurred 8 deaths during the past fortnight, as follows: 
Fever, 1; cerebral hemorrhage, 1; bronchitis, 1; injur.y, 1; epilepsy 1; 
dropsy, 1; stillbirths, 2. All of these occurred among the natives and 
Jamaicans of the lower classes. 

No cases of quarantinable disease have been reported either in Colon 
or Panama. 

There has been less rain this season than during the same period of 
previous years. Those portions of the town that at this season are 
generally under water are at present very dry. I have temporarily 
taken charge of the hospital of the Panama Railroad and have had an 
excellent opportunit} 1- for observing the health of the railroad employ- 
ees. Very few cases of malarial fever have come under my observa- 
tion and those only of the mildest type, very amenable to treatment. 
As a whole, the health of the men, considering the trying conditions 
under which they work, is exceptionally good. The sanitary work in 
Colon is still confined to cleaning up the worst places, and to facilitate 

e work most of the houses have been supplied with sanitary garbage 

ns. The care of the indigent sick is now in the hands of the sanitary 
daepartment of the Isthmian Canal Commission. 

Report from Boca's del Toro, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Osterhout reports as follows: Week ended 
October 7, 1904. Present officially estimated population not obtain- 
able; number of deaths, 2; prevailing disease, malarial fever; general 
sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country during the 
week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Destination. 


Number 
of crew. 


Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 


Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 


Pieces of 
baggage. 


Oct. 2 




Mobile, Ala 

do 


29 
22 
39 



4 
3 
45 











6 




8 


6 




do 


4 


6 




Colon, C. Z 


(a) 











a Not inspected. 



PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 



Reports from Manila — Inspection and fumigation of vessels — Vaccina- 
tion — One plague death — Circular relative to quarantine inspection 
of vessels bound from interisland ports to Manila. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Cofer reports, August 31 and September 
5, 12, and 14, as follows: 

During the week ended August 27, 1904, there were no quarantina- 
ble diseases reported in Manila. 

The following vessels cleared for United States ports: 

August 23, 1904, the American schooner Wm. F. Garms for Port 
Townsend. The vessel was fumigated with sulphur throughout. The 
crew was vaccinated and inspected on board just prior to sailing. 
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August 25, 1904, the American schooner Samar for Fort Townsend. 
The vessel was fumigated throughout with sulphur. The crew was 
vaccinated and inspected on board just prior to sailing. 

During the week ended September 3, 1904, no quarantinable dis- 
eases were repotted in the city of Manila. There is no accurate infor- 
mation at hand as to the number of cases occurring in the provinces, 
but in all probability the only quarantinable disease prevailing there 
is smallpox. 

The following vessel cleared for a United States port August 21, 
1904: 

British steamer Lowther Castle, en route from Japan to New York. 
The vessel having a cargo of tea on board, only the cabins, storerooms, 
and forecastles were fumigated with sulphur. The crew was inspected 
on board at the hour of sailing. 

During the week ended September 10, 1904, the only quarantinable 
disease reported in the city of Manila was 1 case .of plague, with 1 
death. 

SMALLPOX. 

The board of health is still engaged in vaccinating the inhabitants of 
the city of Manila. A striking fact in support of the value of vaccination 
has been brought forward in this work. The systematic vaccination of 
the city by districts was commenced in June last. The plan was to 
vaccinate first those sections of the city in which smallpox had been 
more or less present since time immemorial. The vaccination in sev- 
eral of these districts has now been completed. One of the worst of 
them was finished over a month ago, and it is indeed very satisfactory 
to observe that in this latter district no cases of smallpox have occurred 
since the vaccination has been finished. One case was reported, but 
on investigation it was learned that the case had occurred in the person 
of a child which had not been vaccinated, and which, in all probability, 
was brought into the district after the vaccinators had completed their 
work. 

I have the honor to inclose herewith a circular letter which was 
issued from this office September 6, 1904, with a view to still further 
facilitating the movements of interisland vessels. While no actual 
inspection after da\-light is contemplated, yet by the inspection of 
vessels at Mariveles, which is situated at the entrance of the bay, 
30 miles from Manila, it will have the same effect as though vessels 
were inspected here up to 9 p. m. 

T4e following vessels cleared for United States ports during the 
week: 

September 6, 1904, the American schooner Polaris for Port Town- 
send. The vessel was fumigated throughout with sulphur; crew 
inspected on board prior to sailing. 

September 8, 1904, the U. S. army transport Dix. Upon the exam- 
ination of the papers of this vessel upon her arrival at Manila, a letter 
from Passed Assistant Surgeon Gofer was found, which stated that the 
Dix had not complied with the quarantine regulations at Honolulu, 
and that her sanitary condition was doubtful. The vessel having 
made a voyage of twenty days since leaving Honolulu, and no cases 
of a suspicious nature having developed in that period, a conditional 
pratique was given, which permitted her to discharge the horses, and 
cattle on board into lighters, after which the vessel was remanded to 
Mariveles for disinfection. All closed spaces were fumigated with 
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sulphur and the decks washed down with bichloride solution. The 
vessel then proceeded to Manila and loaded cargo for the United States. 
The crew and passengers were inspected on board prior to sailing. 

Circular relative to quarantine inspection. 

Manila, P. I., September 6, 1904. 
To masters, agents, and owners of vessels, and others concerned, Manila, P. 1. 

Sies: In order that the hour for the quarantine inspection of vessels which are bound 
from interisland ports to Manila may be made still more convenient for the shipping 
interests and others concerned, the masters of vessels are hereby informed that, if 
they so desire, they may call at Mariveles for inspection and pratique whenever they 
find that they can reach that port before sunset, and that it would be impossible for 
them to reach Manila before that hour. 
This does not apply to any vessel from a foreign port via island ports. 
Respectfully, 

Victor G. Heisee, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, 
Chief Quarantine, Officer for the Philippine Islands. 

Quarantine transactions, month of July, 190 % 

POET OP MANILA. 

Bills of health issued: 

To steamers for — 

United States ports 4 

Foreign ports 44 

Domestic ports 151 

To sailing vessels for — 

United States ports 1 

Foreign ports 1 

Domestic ports 52 

Total 253 

Vessels inspected: ===== 

Steamers from — 

United States ports 4 

Foreign ports 40 

Domestic ports 146 

Sailing vessels from — 

United States ports 5 

Foreign ports 

Domestic ports . 28 

Total 223 

Passengers on arriving boats inspected: 

On steamers — 

Cabin 1,325 

Steerage 4,009 

On sailing vessels — 

Cabin 

Steerage 92 

Total 5,426 

Persons vaccinated: 

On steamers — 

Crew 465 

Passengers 80 

On sailing vessels — 

Crew 138 

Passengers 

Total 683 



